MEN OF POWER
did not doubt that God also wanted it He saw himself
as God's herald, and now and then as God's avenging
angel, bringing down from heaven fire upon the heads of
His enemies.
But now came an event in his own life that dealt a
blow to his sense of cosmic importance.  It was his mar-
riage to Mary Powell and her early desertion of him.
It seems that a part of Milton's income for the last six-
teen years had come from interest on a debt of five
hundred pounds which one Richard Powell, an Oxford-
shire squire and a Royalist, had owed to Milton's father.
During the civil war Powell had defaulted in the inter-
est payments.   In the spring of 1643 Milton journeyed
to Powell's home in an effort to collect payment.   Just
what happened, or how, is a matter of conjecture, but
a month later Milton was back in London with Powell's
seventeen-year-old daughter as his bride, and a coterie
of her relatives who made merry in his home for sev-
eral days.   Neither the debt nor the dowry was ever
paid, and young Mary deserted Milton after a month.
She left him ostensibly on a visit to her mother, but the
days lengthened into weeks and the weeks into months,
and she did not return.   Milton wrote her many letters.
She answered none of them.   He sent a messenger to
her, but he came back with no answer.
What had gone wrong? Edward Phillips cites the
fact that she had been reared in a home where much
company and joviality had accustomed her to noisy
gaiety, and she probably could not adjust herself to the
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